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grant and gift of it to the University for their scholastic
exercises upon these solemn occasions. Then followed
Dr. South, the University's orator-, in an eloquent
speech, which was very long, and not without some
malicious and indecent reflections on the Royal
Society, as underminers of the University; which was
very foolish and untrue, as well as unseasonable.
But, to let that pass from an ill-natured man, the
rest was in praise of the Archbishop and the in-
genious architect. This ended, after loud music
from the corridor above, where an organ was placed,
there followed divers panegyric speeches, both in
prose and verse, interchangeably pronounced by the
young students placed in the rostrums, in Pindarics,
Eclogues, Heroics, etc., mingled with excellent
music, vocal and instrumental, to entertain the
ladies and the rest of the company. A speech was
then made in praise of academical learning. This
lasted from eleven in the morning till seven at night,
which was concluded with ringing of bells, and
universal joy and feasting.
The next day began the more solemn lectures in
all the faculties, which were performed in the
several schools, where all the inceptor-doctors did
their exercises, the professors having first ended their
reading. The assembly now returned to the theatre,
where the Ten& filius (the University Buffoon) enter-
tained the auditory with a tedious, abusive, sarcasti-
cal rhapsody, most unbecoming the gravity of the
University, and that so grossly, that unless it be
suppressed, it will be of ill consequence, as I after-
wards plainly expressed my sense of it both to the
Vice-Chancellor and several Heads of Houses,
who were perfectly ashamed of it, and resolved to
take care of it in future. The old facetious way of
rallying upon the questions was left off, falling
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